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ishers in the administration of the country as well as
in business, trade and commerce.
It was not only the British who made Jinnah's leader-
ship possible. The Congress helped to a considerable
extent. Its early reaction was to minimize his political
importance. The Congress failed to realize that while
the Moslems were just as anxious to shake off the foreign
yoke, they were likely to resent being pushed aside when
freedom came and being made to play a minor role in
the affairs of the country.
Towards Jinnah, the Congress attitude was not even
condescending. It regarded him as a crank and Pak-
istan as an obsession. Jinnah had the patience to bide
his time. He relied on the political pattern of the coun-
try to prove that the Indian fight for independence
against the British could not be carried on without
active Moslem co-operation. The Congress had neg-
lected to spread any propaganda among the Moslem
masses and the Moslem intelligentsia. Congress did
not bother to counteract the effect of Jinnah's grow-
ing popularity.
The weakness of this attitude of the Congress was
obscured in the general enthusiasm to see India free.
But it told in the long run, and when Gandhi was
released for medical reasons from the Aga Khan's pal-
ace in Poona, he learned from his political advisers
that Jinnah had gained in political power beyond all
expectation. Gandhi was quick to see the need for
undoing the damage that had been done. He realized
that the August resolution had swept the Congress off
the scene at the most crucial hour. He tried to gather
the diffused energies of the nation and see if they
could not yet be harnessed to the war effort of the